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ABSTRACT 

The chief of these ser?tces at the Library of 
Congr=»ss suggests that international library service for blind/and 
physically handicapped persons be discussed at the International 
Federation of Library Associations (IFLA) neeting in Brussels in 
Spoteib^r 1977. Discussion would focus on the d^velopnent of a 
proposal that IFLA establish a working group j*evot9d to the , 
coordination of library services for blind irnd physirally handicapped 
individuals, and the following service an^technical concerns: (1) 
dev5lD3Bient of an international inventory of. library resources; (2) 
the need for identification and st andar diz|[tiottf|of existing 
production formats; (3) development ^of an effective international 
interlibrary loan mechanism; and. (U) the need for a coordinated 
application of existing and future technologies to pi^^oduc tion 
requirements. (Author/AP) 
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Introduction 
■ — - 

Access to Information is vital if an individual is 

. , '/ ■ . . 

'to function effectively in our rapidly developing society. 

Blind and physically handicapped individuals require the same 

a'ccessihility a,s their sighted and nonhandicapped associates 

to datff^and other processed material if they are to operate 

per^sonally and professionally without disadvantage. ~ 

.7 ■ ■ '•' ■ ■ ■ : •• . 

/ • Lihrarians have a responsibility to provide information 

in a usahle form to all pfeople. Librarians serving blind and' ■ 

•]physicallSr- handicapped Individuals share this responsibility! 

ana thus 'have the duty to provide data -and information in 
... u 

appropriate tactile, recorded, and .other pertinent formats „ 

*. r . 

The question before librarians, therefore, l,s how ' 

the information transfer process can operate effectively at 

local, national, and international levels. How best can 

librarians ^erve their clients who have a need for information. 

in special formats? 

.1 

Proppsal >^ 

■x , 1 suggest that the time^^is right tp address at the^ 

international- level'' library service for blind W physically 
handicapped p^ple. Furtherf I suggest lj?iat' the development 
of common technical and s^vice-guid^||ne^?Hs' of prime 

3 1-.? 



importance and that the. Intepiiitional Federatioy^f Library ^ 
Associations is the orgaivi^ tion to serve coordinating- 
body, * 



Baclcgrourid • ♦ 

- ■ *. ^oT many years library service for hlind and 
physically handicapped individuals has had nearly as jnany 
organizfitional locations as there are nations. Many countries 
consider the, service an^ adjunct of its welfare services and 
some place it in the library orhit; some utilize pflvate 
organizations as service points and some utilize the public 
sector. I suggest that organizational placement within any 
specific country is irrelevant. At the s^e i-ime I suggest _ 
the^t it is m'andaiipry that coordination h^ effected within the. 
broad scope of the library and information-sciencp community. 

Library service for the handicapped has the same 

1 

philosophical, base as that for the nonhandicapped. Many of 
the service and technical approaches are identical; those not 
identical are quite closely allied. Although providing 
appropriate library material for blind and handicapped people 
has necessitated the utiliza^on of mechanical, electrical, 
and electronic engineering disciplines, the medium selected 
must be related to service and library philosophy. 



'Therefore, library service should he add^ssed hy * 

' : * " ■ Jl ^ • ' ^ " . 

on organization of librarians such as . IFLA rather than by an 

•. * ' • . ' . ' / ' ' 

organization devoted to the welfqire of the blind. 

• * Action 



- TWO* levels of discussion will take place during the 
1977 Intemationa^l Federation of Librtii^y Associations meeting. 
The first area of discussion will bq. concerned with developing 
a proposal that IFLA establish a working' gromp >devoted to the 
coordination of librarjr services for blind fii|^ physically 
handicapped individuals. The second area will address the 
following service and technical concerns • - ^ 

1 . The development of an international ' ; 
inventory of library resources; 

2. The need for identificatidt^oj* 
existing production fdi^mats; " 



3. The need for standardization of 
production formats; 

4. The development of an effective 

international interlibrary loan 

} . . 

mechani sm ; and 



-4- 



5^ The need for a' coordinated application 



f 




/of existing' and future technologies tc 
production requirements . J ^ 

Conclusion 



' , It is essential that Idjtrarians serving "blind and 
physically handicapped individuals consider the poinjk/ 'end 
sxiggestionis noted in ^preceding paragraphs and • come together 
in Brussels prepari^d to t^ake the first step toward integrating 
their service into the Mainstream of library activity. | 



